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Five years ago, I felt a mix of excitement and uncertainty 
as I prepared to launch Sahan Journal. It was a big leap, but 
one I knew was worth taking.

Creating a sustainable newsroom dedicated to 
communities of color — communities often overlooked 
by mainstream media and excluded from Minnesota’s 
resources — felt like an ambitious uphill battle.

“How will this work?” I asked myself. “What if funding 
dries up after the first year? How will readers respond to 
seeing different communities and different faces in the 
news every day?”

Over the next 24 months, we took that founding vision 
and started to build an organization. We secured our first 
three grants in just a couple of months (thanks here to 
the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation, the Minneapolis 
Foundation and the McKnight Foundation). We hired our 
first full-time reporter, Joey Peters (you can read about 
Joey’s accountability reporting in Chao Xiong’s editorial 
report, on page 9.) We sold our first ad (thanks to the Saint 
Paul Public Library). And we raised more than $20,000 in 
individual gifts from community members during our first 
end-of-year membership campaign.

Just as the initial blueprints for Sahan Journal were starting 
to take shape in the real world, COVID-19 arrived and shut 
things down. Then, the murder of George Floyd ripped it 
open again, exposing gaping wounds in our society and 
further highlighting the critical need for our mission.

At that moment, the importance of Sahan Journal 
crystallized.

Today, reflecting on Sahan Journal’s incredible journey, I’m 
overwhelmed with gratitude. Our growth has surpassed 
even my wildest expectations. We’ve transformed into 
an organization with a $3 million budget and 23 full-time 
staff. We’ve built systems in finance and human resources 
that can handle new investments and new hires.

This success wouldn’t have been possible without 
the phenomenal team that has joined me on this 
journey — passionate, dedicated journalists and 
professionals who believe in reimagining news 
and information for Minnesotans. 

In this report, I’ve asked a handful of those 
people to share their stories about working 

at Sahan Journal and creating a new kind of newsroom 
together. You’ll hear from Alfonzo Galvan, Sahan’s 
business and labor reporter, about how he builds trust 
with entrepreneurs and small-business owners. Mayuri 
Utturkar writes about developing benefits packages that 
embody our organizational values. Hannah Ihekoronye 
reflects on what news meant to her family and how that 
informs her community engagement projects. And 
Chao Xiong, Sahan’s editorial director, looks at the 
accountability stories we published last year and how 
they’ve led to tangible change in our communities. I hope 
you enjoy reading all these accounts — and a handful more. 

Of course, the path hasn’t been without its challenges. 
The environment for nonprofit news keeps changing —  
and Sahan keeps evolving. At the beginning, most 
readers discovered our daily stories over social media. 
But who comes across deeply reported news on their 
Facebook “NewsFeed” anymore? After the mass layoffs 
of the COVID era, the Minnesota job market has been 
expanding for several years now. This spring, we rolled out 
a brand new job board to help match our readers with job 
opportunities. 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about how Minnesota 
nonprofits can create more opportunities for diverse 
communities — and how I can help. In October 2023, 
I announced that I would be stepping down from my 
leadership role at Sahan Journal to pave the way for a new 
leader. This change fills me with excitement and optimism. 
Our board is energized, our leadership team is solid, our 
staff is motivated. Our funders and donors believe in our 
mission, and our communities trust us with their stories.

I’m confident that Sahan will continue to thrive, becoming 
a stronger bridge between cultures, and remaining a 
nurturing space where young journalists of color can 
flourish.

These past five years have been an extraordinary journey, 
and I’m incredibly proud of what we’ve achieved 

together. But this is just the beginning. With 
your continued support, Sahan Journal will 

grow and make a lasting impact for many 
years to come.

With gratitude, 
MUKHTAR M. IBRAHIM 

Publisher and CEO

Table of Contents
Dear Sahan community,
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Five years of 
photos that 
define Sahan
In the earliest days of Sahan 
Journal, we struggled to find 
file photos that matched our 
reporting. Where were the 
news portraits of Black shop 
owners, Hmong accountants, 
Latino nurse practitioners? 
Before long, we realized that 
if we wanted to represent our 
communities accurately, we’d 
have to take those photos 
ourselves. The images on 
these spreads come from 
five Sahan photojournalists 
(listed in order of when they 
joined the newsroom): Jaida 
Grey Eagle (our first staff 
photographer), Ben Hovland, 
Drew Arrieta (a friend of 
Sahan and frequent freelance 
collaborator), Dymanh Chhoun 
and Aaron Nesheim.



 STATE OF SAHAN  ■  55  ■  STATE OF SAHAN  STATE OF SAHAN  ■  5

For photo captions, 
please turn to page 30.



AS THE BUSINESS AND WORK 
reporter for Sahan Journal, I spend 
a lot of my work days covering labor 
complaints, strikes, work ordinances, 
business closings, and more.

Even when I’m reporting what some 
might call “good news,” I often run 
into obstacles with sources. One 
surprising challenge is needing to 
convince some of my sources that 
their story is worth telling. After all, 
some have never spoken to a reporter 
before us; they may not realize that 
the business press should be paying 
attention to them.

You would not believe the number 
of times a business owner has told 
me, “I thought you were some type of 
scam,” after we’ve finally met.

One recent example of this encounter 
occurred around Valentine’s Day. 
I’d set out to profile how different 
communities celebrate the holiday. In 
the process, I learned about a unique 
and trendy style of bouquets called 
“ramos buchónes” being created in 
the Latino community.

The sheer size of these showy, rose-
filled bouquets blew my mind. I mean, 
in some cases the arrangements 
contained more than 100 flowers! 
That over-the-top style has proved 
irresistible on TikTok, where some 
#ramobuchon videos have collected 
more than 30 million views. 

I started my hunt for a Latino florist in 
late January 2023, about a month after 
I joined the Sahan newsroom. I called 
around, but nobody had the bouquets. 

Well, a year went by, and I decided to 
try again. This time, to my surprise, 
I found multiple at-home florists 
crafting the bouquets. None of them 
were working out of a traditional 
flower shop. Rather, these young 
women and new entrepreneurs were 
jumping in to fill a need in their 
community, and to make some money 
for themselves. They all worked from 
home and had built up small but loyal 
followings on social media.

The first few florists I contacted online 
seemed hesitant to talk to me. Finally, 
I got in contact with Brittany Vega, 
from Designs by B, who agreed to meet 
me at a Starbucks near her home.

I explained who I was and how Sahan 
Journal covers our communities, 
and I offered to answer any questions 
she might have. Building trust in 
journalism isn’t hard work—but it’s 
not automatic, either. 

Vega admitted to me that she’d 
originally thought I was a “scammer.” 
Just to be on the safe side, she’d 
brought along her older brother, 
who sat a few tables down to keep an 
eye. But once we got to talking, she 
invited me to her house to witness 
the creativity and care that go into 
creating these special bouquets.

Having gotten a great interview 
and published the story for 
Valentine’s Day, I can laugh off the 
skepticism and suspicion I originally 
encountered. But that experience 
does serve as a strong reminder of the 
importance I see in the work we do 
here at Sahan Journal. 

We have the ability 
to build trust with 
a unique and often 
ignored part of our 
community. I’m grateful 
I have the opportunity 
to put these business 
success stories on the 
front page. 

Some 
entrepreneurs 

of color can’t 
believe that 

a business 
reporter 

wants to tell 
their story. 

It’s my job at 
Sahan Journal 

to change that.  
After a year of  

searching, I found a 
Latino florist making 

amazing and trendy 
bouquets called  

“ramos buchónes”  
for Valentine’s Day.  

Then, I had to convince 
her to talk to me. 

BY ALFONZO GALVAN

 INSIDE SAHAN   We’re in business
• �Alfonzo Galvan became Sahan’s first full-time business and work reporter in January 2023.

• �Sahan’s coverage of immigrant-owned restaurants circulate widely on TikTok and Reels, with 
some stories attracting 50-75K views.

• �The two business topics Sahan has reported on most often? Labor organizing among East African 
drivers for Uber and Lyft. And labor complaints and walkouts at Amazon fulfillment centers. 
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An immigrant in prison  
told me why Sahan’s 
journalism matters
Most sources don’t send reporters a thank-you card. One immigrant 

had a hard story to tell me about his life — and his freedom. BY HIBAH ANSARI

I
don’t report stories to seek 
out thank-you notes. It’s 
certainly not why I took my first 
reporting job, at Sahan, four 
years ago. But the first time I 

ever received one, the experience 
brought me to tears. 

I was sitting in Sahan’s office when 
a colleague handed me an envelope 
addressed from the Minnesota 
Department of Corrections. Inside 
the envelope was a hand-drawn card 
with four thorny roses intertwined, 
with one rose positioned between 
two butterflies. The card held a 
four-page thank-you note from Jorge 
Vargas Perez.

I had recently published a story about 
Vargas Perez and the experience of 
immigrant prisoners in Minnesota. 
Because he is not a citizen — Vargas 
Perez came to the U.S. from Mexico 
in 2002, and holds a green card — he 
could not access certain programs in 
the prison system. He was not eligible 
for work release, which is when 
inmates work for pay or join vocational 
programming in the community. He 
couldn’t enroll in a drug-rehabilitation 
program. And, after serving two-thirds 
of his sentence, he was not eligible for 
supervised release. 

These programs help integrate people 
back into society. But if a prisoner 
has a U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) detainer — a legal 
status that puts them on the agency’s 
radar for deportation — they’re barred 
from access. 

I connected with Vargas Perez over 
the phone, while he was held at 
a prison in Faribault, speaking in 
15-minute increments—the time 
limit for phone calls at Minnesota 
correctional facilities. We had 
long conversations about how he’s 
studying law from the inside so 
that he can better understand the 
complexities of ICE and immigration 
legal cases. He told me about his 
three kids and how he misses them.

“Have you ever 
experienced despair? 
That’s what I would 
boil it down to. You 
see people leaving to 
bootcamp or to all of 
these programs, and 
you know you can’t,” 
he told me. “Then you 
see them come back 
and tell the story of 
how they couldn’t 
stay off the pipe, and 
not taking advantage 
of the opportunity 
they were given. 
There’s people here 
that would kill for an 
opportunity like that.”

After I published the 
story about Vargas 
Perez, he said his 
case received a lot of 
attention. I called one 
of his legal advocates 
to relay my thank you 
for the beautiful card. 
She updated me that 

his (complicated) appeal had been 
accepted and he would start early 
release about a month later. She was 
adamant that my story had helped 
change Vargas Perez’s fate.

Five months later, I attended a 
news conference at the State 
Capitol. Minnesota legislators were 
announcing a bill, the North Star 
Act, that would prohibit state or 
local officials from sharing data or 

accepting funds that require 
cooperation with ICE—or 

enforcing ICE detainers. 

As I settled into my 
seat and prepared to 
take notes, a man I 
didn’t recognize leaned 
over to introduce 
himself. 

It was Vargas Perez: 
We had only ever 
spoken over the 
phone. He told me he 
had been working as a 
paralegal for the Puerta 
Grande Law Firm in 
Minneapolis. Just 
two weeks prior, he’d 
gotten out of Faribault 
through the early-
release program. 

He had another mission 
now beyond the law 
firm. Vargas Perez told 
me was advocating for 
passage of the North 
Star Act. 

 INSIDE SAHAN 

Covering 
immigration 
in Minnesota
• �In 2023, Hibah Ansari 

reported more than 
eight stories about 
the push to get 
drivers’ licenses 
for undocumented 
people.

• �Data reporter 
Cynthia Tu joined 
the newsroom as a 
fellow last fall. Her 
census analysis has 
allowed Sahan to tell 
more detailed stories 
about Afghans, 
Ecuadorians, and the 
newest arrivals in 
Minnesota.

• �This fall, Sahan 
will be reporting 
on candidates 
from immigrant 
communities seeking 
elected office for the 
first time. 



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO BRING 
community voices into the reporting 
process? Well, for me, it goes back 
to my childhood in St. Paul. I grew 
up in the city and lived in the 
Frogtown, Midway and North End 
neighborhoods. 

My environment changed quite a bit, 
but consuming the news remained 
constant. My parents immigrated 
to the United States in the 1980s 
and have made Minnesota home for 
almost 40 years. For my close-knit 
family — five siblings and immigrant 
Nigerian parents — the news was our 
way to get a better understanding of 
the world around us. 

But being a news consumer is not why 
I set out for a career in journalism. 
The truth is as a middle-schooler, I 
always felt like the least informed 
person in the room. At first that 
feeling rattled me. Left me shy and 
silent. But after a while, I didn’t mind 
it. It turned into my superpower. 

In fact, that curiosity empowered me 
to ask the questions others feared. 
As an 11th-grader, for example, I 
attended a school-board forum 
and asked the candidates how 
they planned to provide a quality 
education for all of the district’s 
students. 

It’s not just that I wanted better 
answers; I wanted to ensure everyone 
in the room — starting with my own 
family — had all the information 
they needed. Looking back today, I 
sometimes wonder, If my family had 
possessed better information and 
resources, would we have struggled 

as much? Could we have gone beyond 
surviving to flourishing? 

Jump forward now to my role as a 
community engagement manager 
at Sahan. Here, I have the privilege 
of helping to discover what our 
community members need to know. 
We do this by building relationships, 
bringing reporters to libraries 
and community centers, asking 
questions, and listening to people’s 
untold stories. Then, our reporters 
report on these issues — the ones that 
matter most. 

We also give people of color the 
opportunity to include themselves 
in the process of reporting the news. 
Through our 2023-24 community 
conversation series, we’ve been 
holding in-depth forums that focus 
on topics like immigration, mosque 
safety, and substance addiction. 

In February we hosted a conversation 
about immigration in Minnesota, 
with the MPR News North Star 
Journey Live series. The event 
brought together immigration 
lawyers, an advocate for Minnesota’s 
Latino community, and a leader for 
an international refugee nonprofit. 
The discussion unpacked the 
challenges and failings of our current 
immigration system: unprecedented 
numbers of migrants, case backlogs 
and limited resources. 

During the event, I sat in the front 
row as the producer, keeping track of 
time, the script and all the questions 
coming in from audience members. 
You see, opportunities like this feed 
the inner child in me. The person 

who wanted to ensure that 
everyone has a voice 

and a chance to gain 
understanding. 

As journalists, we’re 
just the vessel; the 
stories belong to the 
community. 

 INSIDE SAHAN   Community engagement at Sahan Journal 
• �In 2024, Sahan Journal reporters will be holding Office Hours for community members to ask 

questions and share story ideas.

• ��In 2022, Sahan Journal founded a text/SMS news service for Afghan refugees in Minnesota.

• ��Interested in hosting a Sahan listening event in your community? Email Hannah Ihekoronye at 
hihekoronye@sahanjournal.com.

Growing  
up, I saw 

how news 
empowers 
immigrant 
families—

starting  
with mine 

Community 
engagement at  

Sahan Journal means 
finding out what really 

matters and sharing  
the reporting process. 

BY HANNAH 
IHEKORONYE

8  ■  STATE OF SAHAN
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I
spent 18 years in mainstream 
media covering everything 
from the national baton-twirling 
championships to the trials of 
the Minneapolis police officers 

charged with killing George Floyd. 
Then, in early 2022, I made the leap 
from legacy media to Sahan Journal.

Why the move? Mainstream media 
seemed to be adapting at a glacial 
pace to our post-George Floyd 
world. Little had changed about how 
other newsrooms were covering the 
state’s diverse communities, even 
though Minnesota had served as 
the epicenter of a worldwide racial 
reckoning.

Meanwhile, Sahan was proving to be 
a formidable force in local journalism, 
publishing nuanced human stories 
and deeply reported articles on 
current events. Sahan showed that 
building a diverse newsroom was 
possible, and that sharing stories 
from underserved communities is a 
benefit to all communities. 

In the past few years, our strong 
accountability reporting has started 
to demonstrate that impact. Last 
summer, housing reporter Katelyn 
Vue requested and received more 
than 400 pages of emails about an 
affordable housing development in 
the Twin Cities suburb of Shakopee. 
Three years earlier, city officials had 
pre-approved an affordable housing 
complex for a nonprofit developer 
whose rental clientele is more than 90 
percent people of color. 

The newly unearthed emails from city 
officials revealed that city leaders 
had run into public pressure and then 
hatched a plan to rezone the plot of 
land, effectively killing the project. 
A month after Katelyn’s story ran, 
the city withdrew its rezoning effort. 
The move meant construction of the 
46-unit apartment complex could 
move forward. While officials never 
disclosed the reason for their change 
of heart, there’s no doubt in my mind 
that Katelyn’s intrepid reporting 
played a role.

We strive for hard-hitting reporting 
across all of our 
beats. Climate 
reporter Andrew 
Hazzard broke 
a story last 
November about 
a metal plant, 
Smith Foundry, 
belching toxic 
fumes into one 
of Minneapolis’ 
most diverse 
neighborhoods. 
The foundry 
violated the 
federal Clean 
Air Act for five 
years with no 
consequences 
from the state 
agency that 
regulates 
pollution. 

Andrew’s article 
prompted 

widespread public outcry. The 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
had been sitting on information about 
the pollution; after Sahan’s coverage, 
the agency hosted  public meetings.

Sometimes, it takes a little longer to 
see the impact of our work. Sahan 
Journal reporter Joey Peters teamed 
up with ProPublica reporter Jessica 
Lussenhop in 2022 on an investigative 
article about the sale of homes 
through contracts for deed. The 
practice — legal but poorly regulated — 
often involves flippers selling houses 
at inflated prices to buyers who either 
don’t qualify for conventional home 

loans or who abstain from them 
for religious reasons.

A year after our story ran, 
the Minnesota Attorney 
General’s Office announced 
an investigation of the 
practice. In early 2024, 
lawmakers on a state and 
federal level cited our 
reporting while introducing 
legislation that would 
regulate contract-for-deed 
home sales. 

Sahan Journal remains 
committed to this kind 
of bold reporting. Our 
editorial staff has doubled 
since I joined two years 
ago, and we’re publishing 
more stories and videos 
than ever before, telling 
stories that matter to all 
Minnesotans. 

Sharing stories from 
underserved communities 
is a benefit to everyone
As the leader of Sahan’s newsroom, I’ve seen the power our 

reporting has to inform diverse readers and change public policy.  BY CHAO XIONG

 INSIDE SAHAN 

What’s the 
news
• �Chao Xiong joined 

Sahan Journal as 
managing editor in 
March 2022, and now 
serves as director of 
editorial.

• �Over the past three 
years, Sahan’s 
newsroom has won 
four Page One awards 
from the Minnesota 
Chapter of the Society 
of Professional 
Journalists.

• �Sahan publishes two 
weekly newsletters. 
Sahan Sunday offers 
a reporter’s notes, 
plus news links. The 
Pathfinder covers arts, 
events and service.



LAND ON SAHAN JOURNAL’S 
“front page” on any given day, and 
you’ll find that just about any story 
possesses the relevance, timeliness 
and rigorous reporting that you’d 
hope to see in so-called mainstream 
news outlets. Indeed, Sahan has 
broken its share of “firsts,” which 
have later been picked up by other 
Minnesota news outlets. However, 
much of Sahan’s content is likely 
to be seen almost exclusively here, 
reflecting — almost literally — the 
diverse immigrant and longtime 
communities of color that this media 
organization is pledged to serve. 

For some time, legacy media outlets 
— particularly public broadcasters 
like MPR News and TPT, where I 
served years ago — have attempted 
to provide more inclusive news 
coverage: stories that more 
accurately reflect the fast-changing 
demographics of our state. But these 
efforts, though perhaps in good faith, 
have often felt “supplemental”; as a 
result, they’ve had limited shelf life, 
especially amid wrenching financial 
challenges in the news business. 

Sahan Journal represents a bold 
new model, built from the ground 
up to serve communities that can 
no longer be excluded. Its reporters 
bring visibility to these communities’ 
needs and challenges, as well as to 
the vitality of their civic engagement. 
Sahan has partnered frequently with 
public radio and the Star Tribune 

— a cross-pollination that 
leads to more thorough 

coverage and a keener 
understanding of 
issues we all face in 
Minnesota. 

Many of Sahan’s 
diverse reporters 
grew up in the 
communities they 
cover. That familiarity 
and credibility has 
enabled high-quality 

reporting, whether deep dives into 
education or health care, or fearless 
examinations of uncomfortable 
stories, such as the criminal 
indictment of many immigrants in 
the so-called Feeding Our Future 
scandal. 

Perhaps because I’m a journalist who 
happens also to be an immigrant, it is 
easy for me to see the void that Sahan 
Journal is filling in Minnesota’s news 
ecosystem. It’s been a signal honor 
to serve since 2019 on the board, a 
diverse group that brings expertise 
and guidance from across disciplines 
such as medicine, law and financial 
management. It’s a group of talented 
people, dedicated to help steward 
this critical civic resource. With every 
financial or development report, on 
every visit to the Sahan site, I find 
myself reassured.

Along with the commitment to 
quality journalism, there’s a laser-
sharp focus on building a sustainable 
business, thanks to the vision of 
our founder, Mukhtar Ibrahim. 
In just five years, Mukhtar has 
assembled a committed team that has 
transformed a promising idea into a 
kinetic 23-person news organization. 
While Mukhtar begins to explore his 
next professional adventure, he has 
thankfully agreed to serve Sahan in 
whatever capacity will best ensure 
the organization’s uninterrupted 
upward trajectory.

Sahan has drawn accolades and 
support from major journalism 
philanthropies and other funders, 
who see it as a model worthy of 
replication in other cities and states. 
Minnesota has long led the nation 
in the vitality of its public media 
organizations, like MPR and TPT, 
whose work is sustained in no small 
part through direct public support. 

It’s time — and timely — for Sahan 
Journal to be included on the list of 
these community treasures. 

How to build 
a newsroom 

that looks 
more like 

the real 
Minnesota? 

Start from the 
ground up. 

Over 40 years in 
journalism, I’ve seen 

mainstream  
media waver in its 

commitment to more 
inclusive journalism. 

That’s why Minnesota 
needs Sahan Journal. 

BY FRED DE SAM 
LAZARO

 INSIDE SAHAN   Meet the board
• �Fred de Sam Lazaro is a correspondent for 

PBS NewsHour and the executive director of 
the Under-Told Stories Project.

• �The Sahan Journal board has drawn from 
a range of professions: law, financial 
management, social entrepreneurism, 
medicine and (naturally) journalism.

• �Matching Sahan’s inclusive vision, almost all 
of Sahan’s board members have been leaders 
of color. 
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It’s been 
amazing to walk 
alongside Sahan 
Journal as it has 

grown in size 
and scale – to 
play a role in 

strengthening 
Sahan’s platform 

and ensuring 
that diverse 

representation 
in news media 

is a force-
multiplier for 

change has been 
a privilege. Their 

news stories — 
centering on 

immigrants and 
communities of 
color — are real, 
they’re relevant, 
and also reflect 

the future of 
Minnesotans. 

GHR  
Foundation 
is honored 
to invest in 

Sahan Journal 
to unleash 

their limitless 
potential for 

good.
Kevin Bennett

PROGRAM DIRECTOR,  
GHR FOUNDATION 

Senator Tina Smith  
@SenTinaSmith

Stellar reporting from @ProPublica and @
SahanJournal uncovered predatory real estate 
practices targeting Somali communities 
in Minnesota. Their coverage informed the 
legislation I co-led to protect homeowners and 
discourage exploitation by sellers. I’m ready to 
organize and get this bill passed!

Sahan Journal is 
ambitious in the 

best sense of the 
word. They’ve built 

an organization 
that hasn’t existed 

before, that fills 
a huge gap, and 

that they know is 
necessary and vital 

to the future of 
Minnesota. Sahan is 
poised to become an 
enduring institution 
in Minnesota and for 

Minnesotans, and 
one that other news 

organizations can 
learn from.

Sarabeth Berman 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, 

AMERICAN JOURNALISM 
PROJECT 

Too often throughout 
history, the voices of 

communities and leaders 
of color have been 

ignored, or even silenced, 
in decision-making 

arenas and on issues that 
directly impact them, 

including climate change 
and the clean energy 

transition. Sahan Journal 
is doing the important 

work of lifting up 
perspectives in a way that 
allows more people to see 
themselves in the story of 
Minnesota, and is helping 
to move us toward a more 
just future where people 

and planet thrive.
Ben Passer 

SENIOR PROGR A M OF F ICER,  
MIDWEST CLIMATE A N D  EN ERGY 

MCKNIGHT FOUN DATION 

What Sahan means to Minnesota
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NorthPoint 
worked with 

Sahan Journal 
throughout 
the COVID 

pandemic to 
circulate critical 

messages to 
the community 
about quickly 

changing 
circumstances. 
We have always 
found Sally and 
the entire team 
to be intuitive, 
conscientious 

and flexible 
collaborators. 
We appreciate 

the community 
connections 
that Sahan 
Journal has 
cultivated! 

 Stella Whitney-West 
C HI E F  EXECUTIVE OF F ICER, 

NO RTHPOINT HEALT H & 
W ELLNESS CENTER

The Walker Art Center’s  
advertising partnership with Sahan 
Journal has positively impacted our 
programs. We see many new people 
visiting the Walker for the first time 

after our ads run. Sahan Journal is 
crucial to exposing the work we do 

to the community.
Rachel Joyce

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, PUBLIC RELATIONS, WALKER ART CENTER

I always appreciate 
working with the Sahan 

Journal because not 
only does it provide 

stories that matter to the 
communities Theater 
Mu serves, but I trust 

its advertising team to 
give me their honest 

recommendations and to 
help my ad look the best 

it can.
Lianna McLernon

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
DIRECTOR, THEATER MU

Sahan Journal’s reliable journalism cuts to the core of the issues that 
impact the greater Twin Cities the most, often coming at these issues with 
a unique and fresh perspective. This, in combination with their unfailing 

professionalism, makes including them in so many of our county 
campaigns an easy decision.

Alix Kost
MED IA PLANNER, METRE AGENCY

The Bakken  
Museum is so proud 
to work and partner 
with Sahan Journal!  

We really value Sahan 
Journal’s mission 
and commitment 

to delivering 
authentic stories in 
our community and 

beyond.
Hattie Peach

MA RK ETING MANAGER AT THE 
BAKKEN MUSEUM

Reaching new communities
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O
n a weekday afternoon 
in the winter of 
2020, I drove to a 
shared workspace 
in downtown St. Paul 

to meet Mukhtar Ibrahim. I’d taken 
a call from Sahan Journal’s then-
managing director, Kate Moos, 
about an informal meeting. I knew 
and respected Kate from working 
together years before at MPR, and I 
was more than a little curious about 
this startup wunderkind, Mukhtar, 
and wanted to meet him. 

Mukhtar showed up to the meeting 
with this little notebook (which it 
turns out he always carries) and 
started asking questions — a lot of 
questions. Although neither Kate 
nor Mukhtar had a background in 
business, they knew what Sahan 
Journal needed to ensure its success: 
a diversified revenue program. I saw 
straightaway they were building 
something important. 

We talked a few more times after that 
initial meeting. I sent a small donation 
and wished them well. “Diverse 
news for everyone? Great idea at 
the right time,” I thought. “Such 
ambitious plans!” I was happy to be of 
some small assistance and secretly 
grateful I didn’t have to build what 
we’d discussed. 

Well, we know how that turned 
out. In March 2021, I joined Sahan 
Journal to develop an advertising and 
sponsorship department from the 
ground up.

After more than 35 years in media 
sales, (23 of those in digital), I’ve 
latched onto a motto: How hard can 
it be? Turns out, it’s one of Mukhtar’s, 
too. That first month, he sent me a 
constant stream of links, usernames, 
passwords, videos and Google sheets,  
and he trusted me. Many days I knew 
exactly what I was doing and how to 
get there. Other days I was in over my 
head but too stubborn to admit it. 

Still, I was confident there were 
businesses out there that wanted to 
be part of Sahan Journal: an authentic 
news source that spoke (and listened) 
to Minnesota’s fastest-growing 
communities. I believed our readers 
would benefit from learning more 
about offerings in 
education, health 
care, finance, 
internet access, 
arts and events, 
public policy and 
more. Equally 
important, Sahan’s 
clients would 
benefit too. 

A month after 
starting, I closed 
my first advertising 
agreement for 
$1,000. I had 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
dollars left to 
sell to reach our 
advertising goal, 
but we were on  
our way. 

One giant leap forward came 
when Nicole Jošavac joined the 
department in June 2022 to help 
fulfill all the commitments we make 
to advertisers and readers alike. With 
her persistence and energy, Sahan’s 
sponsorship revenue has exceeded 
expectations. 

Some businesses became early 
advertisers, wanting to reach 
Minnesotans of color, support Sahan 
Journal, or both. Some, while wishing 
us well, told me they wanted to wait 
and see. Despite our growth, there’s 
still plenty of work to do. After the 
racial reckoning we all experienced 
in 2020, many companies still don’t 
prioritize reaching communities 

of color in their advertising 
budgets, treating it as a 

tertiary ad buy. We’re 
working to change that.

As we celebrate five years, 
I need to say thank you 
to our advertisers and 
sponsors. We are grateful 
for your business and for 
your support of the people 
and communities Sahan 
Journal exists to serve.

To be true to my mission at 
Sahan Journal, I’ve got to 
close with my other motto: 
“If you’re interested in 
reaching our engaged 
audience, please contact 
us. We’d love to have you 
as an advertiser on Sahan 
Journal.” 

Building an advertising  
program from scratch isn’t 
business as usual 
Diverse news for everyone? Amazing idea. My job at Sahan is to share  

that message with Minnesota businesses. BY SALLY WATERMAN

 INSIDE SAHAN 

Opportunity 
knocks 
• ��In 2019, Sahan sold 

$300 in advertising; 
in 2023, sales totaled 
nearly $402,000. 

• �Clients can now 
engage with our 
readers through 
annual sponsorship of 
editorial sections and 
through our live-event 
series, Community 
Conversations.  

• �In April, Sahan 
debuted its job board: 
a space to connect 
our young, diverse 
readership with work 
opportunities. 
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10.2021 

Mukhtar M. Ibrahim, founder of 
Sahan Journal, wins Emerging 
Leader of the Year  award from  
The Institute for Nonprofit  News. 
Sahan Journal is a finalist in three  
of the  contest’s nine categories.

06.2022 

Sahan Journal wins three Page One 
Awards from the Minnesota Chapter 
of the Society of Professional 
Journalists:  Hibah Ansari is honored 
as Young Journalist of the Year, Jaida 
Grey Eagle takes first place in News 
Photography, and Michael Tortorello 
wins award for best Online Newsletter.

10.2020 

Sahan Journal wins The Current’s “Local That Works” 
contest, which recognizes innovative journalism 
produced by public and nonprofit media orgs. 

11.2021 

Sahan Journal wins a Community Engagement 
and  Service award from  LION Publishers for its 
community  engagement and service to readers, 
including a voter-guide collaboration and a 
live event on barriers to homeownership and 
generational wealth-building. 14  ■  STATE OF SAHAN

2020 2021

Number of babies born to 
the Sahan family, after the 
rollout of a parental leave 
policy in 2023. (Hi Mary, 

Muscab, and Etta!) 

3 

300,891
Dollars given by Sahan readers in individual contributions in 2023

1,062
Readers who contribute to Sahan as sustaining members, 

each and every month (thank you!)  

3 
Full-time Sahan staffers as of May 2020.

45 
Number of trips 

Mukhtar has taken  
over five years to 

speak on panels about 
diverse, nonprofit 

journalism. 

3 
Number of St. Paul 

Public Schools 
serving immigrant 
communities that 

reversed closure plans 
in 2021, following 

reporting in Sahan 
Journal.

100 
Percentage of Sahan 

staffers who participate 
in the company’s 

retirement-plan match, 
initiated in 2022. 

WE  
TO WIN 
AWARDS

650K
Number of Instagram Reels views for 
Dymanh Chhoun’s video coverage 
of the winter evictions at Camp 
Nenookaasi, an encampment of 
unhoused people in south Minneapolis. 

1.5M
Dollars awarded by 
the GHR Foundation to 
support Sahan’s mission 
to advance racial equity  
in Minnesota journalism.
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Sahan wins the Liberty Bell Award from 
the Ramsey County Bar Association, 
which honors an individual or 
organization that has helped promote 
a better understanding of law and 
government.

10.2022

Sahan Journal wins a General 
Excellence Award for Financial 

Health from LION Publishers, 
for its efforts in building a solid 

financial foundation and building 
relationships with local funders.

Sahan wins the prestigious Rising Star 
Award  from Reporters Committee 

for Freedom of the Press. The award 
honors leaders in the news media and 
legal fields whose work embodies the 

values of the First Amendment. 

07.2023 

Sahan Journal wins another Page One Award from the Minnesota Chapter of the Society of 
Professional Journalists, this time for Best Social Media Account. 

For championing the spirit of community in its civic engagement and leadership, Sahan Journal wins 
the Community Impact  Award to a Local Newsroom from the Asian American Journalism Association.

05.2023 

Jaida Grey Eagle wins the Spot 
News Photo award in Report for 
America’s first-ever journalism 
competition; her winning photo 
features a couple embracing 
near George Floyd Square.  

2022 2023 2024

23 
Full-time Sahan staffers as of May 2024.

1 
Bills introduced into 

the U.S. Congress 
prompted by 

Sahan’s reporting. 
(The Preserving 

Pathways to 
Homeownership Act 
of 2024, introduced 
by Sen. Tina Smith 
and Sen. Cynthia 
Lummis, follows 

reporting by Sahan 
and ProPublica 

about exploitative 
“contract-for-deed” 

home sales.)  

3
Bills introduced 
in the Minnesota 

Legislature 
prompted by 

Sahan’s reporting. 
(The proposed 

legislation would 
affect charter-

school contracting, 
rainbow flags on 

public property and 
contract-for-deed 

home sales.)

Photographs featured 
in the landmark 
Minneapolis Institute 
of Art exhibit “In 
Our Hands: Native 
Photography, 1890 
to Now,” co-curated 
by Sahan’s founding 
photojournalist Jaida 
Grey Eagle.  

How-to-help guides 
created by Sahan 
reporters to offer 
community support 
for people affected by 
tragedies, war and natural 
disasters in Brooklyn 
Center, Morocco, Turkey, 
Afghanistan, Somalia, 
Ethiopia and Sudan.6 150

221
2 Readers who 

logged in from 
Antarctica in 2023. 

Countries and territories where 
someone read a Sahan story in 2023, 

according to Google Analytics.  
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Showing 
up in the 
community
Visiting a classroom to watch 
a Minnesota Teacher of the 
Year deliver a lesson. Talking 
to rideshare labor organizers 
after a major City Council 
vote. Catching up with a state 
naturalist on an early spring 
day. Many of our newsroom’s 
favorite photographs start with 
our reporters having a daily 
presence in the communities 
Sahan covers.
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2023 STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

2020

$300

2021 2022 2023

$402K
$321K

$241K

Increase in diversified revenue
Sahan Journal leveraged early foundation support to quickly 
build revenue streams in advertising and membership.

■  Advertising revenue 
■  Membership revenue

2019

$301K$277K$227K$22K
$112K
$26K

INCOME	 Without Restrictions	 With Restrictions	 Total 

Grants and Contributions	 $537,491.36	 $2,634,415.77	 $3,171,907.13

Advertising Sales	 $392,788.51	 –	 $392,788.51

Other Earned Revenue	 $454,38.60	 –	 $45,438.60

Net Assets Released from 
Restrictions:

 Satisfaction of Restrictions	 $1,589,349.88	 ($1,589,349.88)	 –

Total Support and Revenue	 $2,565,068.35	 $1,045,065.89	 $3,610,134.24

EXPENSES	  

     •  Program Services

Newsroom	 $1,460,453.53	 –	 $1,460,453.53

Advertising	 $276,421.15	 –	 $276,421.15

Total Program Services	 $1,736,874.68	 –	 $1,736,874.68

     •  Support Services

Management and Services	 $357,455.36	 –	 $357,455.36

Fundraising	 $354,365.30	 –	 $354,365.30

Total Support Services	 $711,820.66	 –	 $711,820.66

Total Expenses	 $2,448,695.34	 –	 $2,448,695.34

Change in Net Assets 	 $116,373.01	 $1,045,065.89	 $1,161,438.90

Net Assets – Beginning of Year 	 $861,236.00	 $965,250.00	 $1,826,486.00

Net Assets – End of Year	 $977,609.01	 $2,010,315.89	 $2,987,924.90
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T
his has been a year of 
transitions for Sahan 
Journal, and I find myself 
at the heart of it. In five 
years, Sahan Journal has 

grown from a one-person startup to 
a vibrant community of 23 talented 
individuals — and counting. As of early 
May, we have hired four new staff 
members and one reporting fellow. 

Amid this change, Sahan’s founder 
and CEO announced plans to step 
down this year, and he has set 
in motion the search for a new 
executive director. The news is 
always churning, but this feels like an 
especially busy and dynamic year.

That growing staff has called for a 
new level of sophistication in our 
operations, financial management, 
and administrative policies. There 
are the obvious issues: Last fall, we 
realized our staff couldn’t all fit in 
the conference room at the same 
time. And then there are challenges 
that may be less visible — but matter 
just as much to the organization’s 
success. For example, how do we 
create transparent reporting systems 
that show our funders and supporters 
the impact of their grants and gifts? 

In the midst of all that hiring, we 
moved to a new office in St. Paul: 
a space with dedicated desks for 
all our staff and easy proximity 
to restaurants and public transit. 
Behind the scenes, we also moved 
HR platforms, enabling more 
efficient employee management, 
comprehensive reporting and better 
benefits. 

This is the spot where I get the 
chance to talk about the personal and 
organizational values that underlie 
the work we do in finance and 
operations. Nowhere is our growth 
more notable, and noticeable, than in 
the benefits we offer our staff. 

Many studies have identified how 
financial stress negatively impacts 
the wellness of any workforce. 
Right from the beginning, Sahan 
Journal has covered 100 percent of 
health-insurance premiums for any 
staff that opt into our health plan. 
Similarly, Sahan has been committed 
from its first days to providing fair 
and equitable salaries and wages: 
pay that matches or exceeds what’s 
offered by other Minnesota news 
organizations. Two years ago, we 
added a retirement 
plan and offered 
a matching 
contribution: 
We’re thrilled 
that almost 100 
percent of our staff 
take advantage of 
that benefit.
 
At times, Sahan’s 
efforts have run 
into headwinds. 
Since the strains 
of COVID, inflation 
has continued to 
affect our staff. 
Our challenge, 
then: How do 
we expand our 
benefits in a way 
that meets the 
needs of our staff 

and empowers them with tools to 
fight financial stress? 

Here’s how we’ve responded to that 
challenge:

• �As more of our staff choose to  
have kids, we added a 529 
education-savings plan.

• �We are giving our staff the option 
to use their retirement-match 
funds to instead pay off their 
student debt.

• �Finally, we are also offering our 
staff the opportunity to book 
one-on-one financial coaching to 
plan and organize their personal 
finances and achieve financial 
literacy. 

As I sit at my desk on a Wednesday 
afternoon — that’s our weekly “in-

person” day — I cannot help but 
notice the faces and energy 

that make Sahan Journal 
such a vital newsroom. Our 
staff is diverse, dedicated, 
relatively young, and full 
of potential. My job is to 
make sure everyone here 
enjoys a supportive and 
nurturing workplace: 
an environment that 
promotes their well-
being and growth, so 
they can focus on our 
organizational mission. 

When our staff — and our 
stakeholders — look at 
our policies and culture, 
I hope they see the same 
values that we espouse in 
our journalism. 

A healthy, supportive  
work culture takes work
Readers pay attention to Sahan’s unique news coverage.  
Behind the scenes, we’ve been building benefits and financial 
systems that reflect our values. BY MAYURI UTTURKAR

 INSIDE SAHAN 

Working out
• �This year, Sahan 

Journal will roll out a 
year-round internship 
program to create 
more opportunities 
for young journalists 
of color.

• �As of May, Sahan 
employs 15 staffers 
in the newsroom, five 
on its revenue team, 
and three in finance, 
leadership and 
growth.

• �Readers can find 
Sahan Journal’s 
990 form — our full, 
nonprofit tax filing — 
on the Sahan website.
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Anonymous (37)

Tony Aarts*

Yusuf Abdi

Ali Abdinur*

Abdullahi 
Abdulle*

Sarah Abe*

Mark Abeln 

Abdirizak 
Abokor*

Joel Abrahamson

Mary Adair

Cassius Adair*

Elissa Adams*

Corene Adams*

Terese Affolter

Abduselam 
Ahmed

Jameel Ahmed*

Faisa Ahmed*

Katherine 
Albright

Marina Aleixo*

Louis Alemayehu

Abdi Ali

Omar Ali

Duraan Ali

Nadia Ali

Adeeb Ali

Monica Allen

Michael Allen*

Ben Alpert*

Halbersma 
Amanda

Nusheen 
Ameenuddin*

Katherine Eichten 

Amlee

Jill Anania

Brit Anbacht*

Heidi Andermack

Laura Andersen*

Amy Andersen*

Amy Anderson

Eva Anderson

Scott Anderson

Michele Anderson

Luke Anderson*

Ted Anderson*

Rebekah 
Anderson*

Gail Anderson*

Thomas 
Anderson*

Joni Anderson

Tal Anderson

Therese Anderson

Donna M 
Anderson

Paul Andre

Angie Andresen*

Elizabeth Andress

Julie Angert*

Kathryn Angle

Susan Ant

Karen Appelbaum

Jacqueline Arasi*

Anna Arkin

Laura Arneson*

Susan Arnold*

Megan Arriola*

Marianne 
Artusio*

Darci Asche*

Isaac Ash

Katherine Ashby

Ben Ashley-
Wurtmann*

Andra Atteberry

Megan Ausen*

Tom Kigin and 
Donna Avery

Sarah Axtmann

Lane Ayres

Britta Babel

Tracy Babler

Brenna 
Backstrand*

Elisabeth Bacon*

Hannah Bae

Jennifer Baese*

Jordan Bailes*

Alan Baker*

Christopher 
Baker*

Julia Baker

Rachel Balge*

Jaime Ballard*

Diane Ballentine

Kyle Bantz and 
Ian Dees

Tom and Mary 
Barber-Schmitz

Ron Bardell

Alyssa Barna

Kevin Barnes

Kate Barr*

Emily Barter*

Alexis 
Bartholomew

Christy Bateman*

Mary Bauer

Sally Bauer

Lucille Bauer*

Tamara Bauers

Arianna Baum-
Hommes

Tara Beard

Austin Beatty*

Meghan Bechtel*

Katrina Becker

Matthew Beckler*

Eric Beckman*

Matthew 
Beckman*

Kara Beckman*

Matthew Beehr

James Beggs

Jacque Behrens*

Wendell Bell

Blake Bellin*

Anne Benda

John Bennett

Galen Benshoof*

Walter Benson*

Michelle Benson

Ryan Bentley

Lilith Bentley*

Kaija Bergen*

Cara Berger*

Kris Berggren

Sam Bergman*

Alan Berks

Peter Berman

Jill Bernard*

Ann Berry*

Brent Bertsch*

Nandita Bhagwat

Johana Bhuiyan*

Margaret Bicek*

David Bicking

Jennifer Billig*

Jennifer Bisenius*

Lisa Bittman*

Richard Bjorum

Matt Black*

Lindsay Blahnik

Robert Blair

Molly Blake*

Joann Blatchley

Spencer Blaw

Bill Blazar and 
Mary Hunstiger

Ethan Bleifuss

Tyler Bliss*

Molly Bloom

Katie and Rigel 
Bloome

Susan Bloyer

John Bly

Thomas 
Boatman*

Vanessa Bodrie*

Gloria Boehm*

Stacey Boggs

Catherine 
and Lawrence 
Bogolub

Stephen Boland*

Caitlin Boley

Mary Bolton*

James Bolton*

Judy Bond*

Raymond Bonner

Glenn Booker

Anna Boone*

Cecelia Boone

Lynn Booth*

Jane Booth-
Tobin*

Sarah Borchers*

Susan and Todd 
Bordson

Jenna Boren 
Staacke*

Judy Borger*

Aleta Borrud

Janette Bosch

Tom Bostelmann

Carol Bouska

Della Boutrous*

Annika Bowers

Anne Bowhay

Dave Bowman

Kiki Boyd

Thomas Boylan

Joseph Boyle*

Marsha R 
Bradford

Michele Braley

Jennifer Brannen

Johnna Bratt*

Gretchen Bratvold

David Brauer and 
Sarah Duniway

Harley Braun*

Bob Breck

Maura Bremer

Mary Bren*

Sheri Brenden

Lizzie Breyer*

Names with blue highlighting and an * indicate monthly sustaining members.

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

It’s clear Sahan 
has in mind our 

interests and asks 
the questions that 
we want to hear.

ABDUSELAM AHMED

These readers 
support our 
journalism
As a nonprofit news organization, Sahan 
Journal relies on reader support to sustain  
our local, community-centered journalism. 
The team at Sahan Journal would like to 
extend a big thank you to the 1,878 readers 
who supported us in 2023. Thank you for 
making local journalism possible! 
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Jeremy Brezovan*

Henry Bribe

Peter Brickwedde*

Cameron Bright*

Joshua Bright

Elizabeth Brine*

Jennifer Britton*

Jennifer Broman

Carolyn 
Browender*

Terrell Brown*

Paul Brown*

Allison Brown

Natasha 
Brownlee*

Riley Bruce*

James 
Brummel

Kristine Brummer

Ashleigh 
Brummund*

Lucy Brusic

Meredith Bruster

Rudy Brynolfson*

Spandan Buch*

Rebecca Buck*

Jonathan Buerg

Ngoc Bui

Michael Bui

Kevin Bullock

D.A. Bullock*

Matt Burdick*

Rainbow 
Burhenn*

Helen Burke*

Kevin Burke

Ellen Burkhardt*

Jane Burnett*

Terri Burnor

Stacey Burns*

Sarah Burt*

Ben Bussey*

John Cairns

Benjamin 
Calderon-Voas*

Greger Calhan*

Candace 
Campbell

Suzanne Canny-
Higueros

Paul Cantrell*

Emma Carew 

Grovum and Jake 
Grovum*

Julia Carlis*

Tyler Carlson*

Lukas Carlson*

Matt Carlson*

Nicole Carlson*

Rena Carlson 
Rasmussen*

Morgan Carlston*

Sophia Carpentier

Rose Carr

Sharon Carson*

Chris Cartwright

Deborah Carver

Julie Carver*

Veronica Cary*

John Casper

Brian Casper 
Fanelli*

$1,000,000+ 

$250,000 - $999,999 

$100,000 - $249,999
Google News Initiative 

Joyce Foundation 

Reva and David Logan Family Foundation 

Walton Family Foundation 

$50,000 - $99,999 
F.R. Bigelow Foundation 

Report for America

B.C. Gamble and P.W. Skogmo Fund  
of the Minneapolis Foundation

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

Fund for Nonprofit News at The Miami Foundation

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation

$10,000 - $49,999 
Borealis Philanthropy

Delta Dental of Minnesota  

Minneapolis Foundation 

Still Ain’t Satisfied 

Trillium Family Fund

U.S. Bank Foundation 

Thank you to the funders 
whose pledges and grants 
made our work possible in 
2022-23

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

I use Sahan articles 
multiple times a 
year so that my 

students see their 
communities in our 

lessons.
JAMES BRUMMEL
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Cecelia and Arun 
Caspram

Jason Cassady

Simone Cazares

Andrea Cecconi*

Laura Cervin*

Matthew 
Chadwick

Laura 
Chamberlain*

Claire 
Chamberlin*

John Chandler*

Mariko Chang

Robin 
Chattopadhyay*

Fun Fun Cheng*

Ting Ting Cheng*

Margaurite 
Chesley

Dymanh Chhoun

Chris Chiappari*

Anita Chikkatur*

Jaime Chismar

Nathan Chomilo

John Chouinard*

Dean 
Christensen*

Blair Christensen*

Carrie 
Christensen

Elise Christenson*

Soua 
Christiansen*

Kim Christoffel

Neil Chudgar*

Jeannine 
Churchill*

Lynn Cibuzar

Gina Ciganik*

Laura Ciotti*

Noelle Cirisan

Elizabeth Clark*

Patricia Clarke

Julia Classen

Janis Clay*

Steve and 
Christine 
Clemens

Catherine 
Clements

Jennifer 
Clementson

Liz Cochran*

Mary Coenen

Julie Cohen*

Molly Coleman 
and David 
Meyerson

Gabriella Coll*

Nancy Collins

Janet Collins*

Joseph Coluccy*

Amelia Colwell

Lori Constable*

Kathleen Ann 
Cook

Caitlin Cook-
Isaacson*

Benjamin and 
Laura Cooper

Heidi Coplan*

Amelia Corl*

Sheila Coronel

Kevin Corrado

Bruce Corrie

Amy Cortright

Pam Costain

Paul Cowdery

Craig Cox*

Dave Cox

Michael Crabtree*

Robert Craft

Julie Craig*

Joanna Cregan*

Katheryn 
Creighton

Lesley Crosby*

Jackie Crosby

Jared Crow*

Shevvi Crowley

Daniel Cueto

Diana Cumming

Richard L 
and Lois Welk 
Cunningham

Tanner Curl*

Ann Curoe*

Jennifer Curti*

Mary Curtin*

Stephanie Curtis

Joe Curtis

Kathleen Curtis*

Karen Cusey

Susan 
Czapiewski*

Sadiq Dahir*

Nancy Dahl*

Erik Dahl*

Michael Dahl

Beth Dahlman*

Bree Dalager*

Cheryl Dalby*

Clair Daley*

Ciaran Daly

Erin Daly 
Davenport*

Gregory Dames

Barbara Daniels*

Bette Danielson

Luke Darger

Sean Darling*

Alexandra Dart*

Jennica Date*

Jill Davidson*

Craig Davidson

Barbara Davis

Jennifer Davis*

Brinsley Davis*

Marianne Davis*

Laurie Davis

Holly Davis

William Davnie

Fred and Kay de 
Sam Lazaro

Stephanie 
DeArmond*

Emily Dech

Andrew Decker*

Elizabeth Decker*

Bronwyn Deen*

Kyle Bantz and 
Ian Dees

Patricia Deinhart-
Bauknight

William Delaney*

Susan Delattre

Blue Delliquanti*

Jill DeLong*

Mary Delorie*

Anne DeMuth*

Dakota Deringer

Tracey Deutsch*

Vincent DeZutti*

Tina Dickenson*

Lindsey 
Dickinson

Sheila Dingels*

D. Joshua Dipert*

Wendy Dittmann

Rita Docter

Anne Doepner

Sharon Doherty

Julie Dolan 
Johnson*

Rosemary Dolata

Matt Doll

Cornelius 
Donnelly

Patrick Donnelly*

Robert Donnelly

Bill Dooley

Tess Dornfeld*

Duane Dorow*

Maureen Dowling

Saint Paul 
Downtown 
Alliance*

Sarah Doyle*

Susan Dragsten*

Tiffany Dreher*

Ben Drewelow

Maggie Druschel*

Nance Duffy

Briar Duffy*

Elizabeth 
Dunbar*

Adam Dunford

Lawrence 
Dunham*

Laura DuSchane*

Jaida Grey Eagle

Julia Eagles*

Paul Eastwold*

Alyce Eaton

Brian Edelschick

Claire Eder*

Marta Edman*

Erik Edsten*

Amy Edwall*

Jessica Edwards*

Erica Edwardson*

Jennifer Ehrlich

Pat and Ron 
Eldred

Sheila Eldred and 
Eric Sumner

Robert Elhai

Julie Elliott*

Jenny Ellison

Sharon Elmore

Peter Eltgroth

Alison Emery*

Maraia Ener-
Goetz*

Tim Marx and 
Monica Engel

The Enterprise 
Charitable Fund

Lynn Englund*

Elizabeth Erdahl*

Ann Erickson*

Jamey Erickson*

Emily Esch*

Heidi 
Eschenbacher*

Hope Esparolini

Brian Estervig*

Nick Estes*

Adriana Estill*

Elise Estrada

Kaarin Evens

Rachel Everett*

Sam Everetts*

Thomas Evers

Jesse Faciana*

Rebecca Faircloth

Eric Fanning*

Karen Fantauzza*

Abdirisaq Farah

Zachary Farber

Michael Farhang*

Jane Farrell

Angela Farrell*

Christopher 
Farrell*

Zack Farrell*

Mary Fee*

Kristina Felbeck*

Sam Fettig

Max Fierke*

Caitlin Fierst*

Rachel Figueroa

Judy Finger*

Mark Fischer

Kelly Fischer

Reed Fischer*

Catherine Fitch

Thomas 
Fitzgerald*

Brigid Fitzgerald

Peggy Flanagan*

Christian 
Flanders*

Karen Flannery

Tor Flatebo*

Peter Fleck*

Dawn Flinsch*

Jenny Floria

Melissa Floyd*

Kathleen Fluegel, 
Ph.D.*

Laura Flynn*

Melissa Fogelberg

Elyse Forbes*

Becky Ford

Rachel Forde*

Roger Forman*

Sharon Foster

Names with blue highlighting and an * indicate monthly sustaining members.

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

I am so impressed 
with your 

publication. You fill 
a needed role and 

are doing excellent 
reporting.

JANIS CLAY 
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Amity Foster*

Sam Fouts*

Molly Fox

Melanie Foy*

Ben Francis*

Jocelyn Frank

Becky Franklin*

Beth Fraser*

Christian 
Fredrickson*

Samuel 
Freedman*

Jeff Freeland 
Nelson*

Daniel Freese*

R. Mark Frey

Brenda Lee Frie

Jacob Friedman

Lee Friedman*

Wendy 
Friedmeyer

Dennis Friesen-
Carper*

Suzy Frisch

Kimberly Frison

Scott Fritchie*

Kent Fritz-Smead

Andrew From*

Amber Frost

Donald Fulton

Martha Furr*

Nancy Fushan

Pamela Gaard*

Dee Gaeddert*

Molly Gage*

Therese Gales

Michaela 
Gallagher

Karen Galles*

Brianna Gallett*

Sheer Ganor*

Jennifer Garman*

Tess Gartenberg*

Greg Gaut

Mary Gaytan

Jesse Gebhardt*

Tenessa Gemelke*

Liz Genovese*

Chelsea 
Georgesen*

Mary Georgevich*

Jane Gerber*

Peter Gerdts*

Anne Gershenson

Barbara Gerten

Erin Ghere*

Liz Giel

Courtney 
Gildersleeve

Sarah Gillespie*

Anna Gilmore

Sarah Gioia

Sarah Gleason*

Sam Glover*

Joanne Goddard*

Evan Goldenrod

Pat Matre and 
Miriam Goldfein

Daniel 
Goldschmidt*

Lars Goldstein*

Sarah Gollust

Rebecca 
Gonzalez-
Campoy

Gretchen 
Goodman

Seth Goodspeed*

Susan 
Goodspeed*

Siana Goodwin*

Kathryn 
Gordhamer*

Christine Gordon

Kristen Gordon*

Maureen 
Gormley*

Marina Gorzig*

laura goulding

Richard Graham

Kevin Grant

Bill Graves

Amy Greeley*

David Green

Marion Greene

Jenna Greene

Latique Greene*

Penelope Greene*

Lija Greenseid*

Willie Gregg*

Robert Gremore*

Diane Greve*

Summer Grimes

Nancy Grimes

Marissa Gritter

Annastasia Gross

Steve Grove

Jake Grovum*

Laura Grow

Sarah Grudem*

Bill Grueskin

Ellen Guettler*

Jeanne Guignon

Caitlin Guilford*

Catherine Gump*

Lauren 
Gunderson*

Elizabeth Gunther

Stacey Gurian-
Sherman

Nur Gutale*

Jake Gysland*

Helene Haapala*

Palmer Haasch*

Jeremiah 
Hackler*

David Hage*

Kathryn Hahne

Stacy Haidle*

Michele Hajek*

Fatema Haji-Taki*

Jennifer Halcrow

Urbe Hall

Sandra Hall

Kaitlin Hallett-
Pugh*

Carolyn Halliday

Michael Halpern

Joyce Halverson

Renee Ham

Kizzy Hamilton*

Brian Hammer*

Elaine 
Handelman

Patrick Haney*

Lydia Hansen

Kathleen Hansen

Kari Hansen*

Kevin Hanson

Susan Hardman

Tana Hargest*

Maureen Hark

Katie Harms*

Emma Harness*

Erin Harris*

Roxanne Hart*

Mary Lou 
Hartman*

Maureen 
Hartman*

Mary M Hartnett

Leah Harvey

Amanda Harvey

Mary Alice 
Harvey

Ann Harvieux

Muhsin Hassan*

Brandon J 
Hathaway

Kathryn 
Hatlestad*

Christopher 
Hauck*

Sarah Hauer*

Diane Haugen

Lauren Haun

Kate Havelin

Todd Hawkins

Allison Hawley 
March*

Suzanne Hay*

Lance and Carol 
Hazzard

Mary Hearst

Alison Heebsh*

Karen Heegard*

Justin Heideman*

Kim Heikkila

Anne Heitlinger*

Benjamin Hejkal*

Steven and Beth 
Helgen

Diane Hellekson

Cynthia Helton

Audrey 
Hendrickson*

Robert 
Hendrickson*

Sarah Henely*

Mary Henke-
Haney

Helen Henly

Lorraine Henning

Jacquelyn 
Henning

Mary Jo Henning

Anne Henry

Michelle Hensley

Molly Hensley-
Clancy*

Corey 
Hermanson*

Jo Herrera

Susan Herridge*

Rachel Herring*

Nora Hertel

Laurie 
Hertzel*

Khara Hesse*

Robert Hest*

Lisa Heyman*

John Hickman

Jennifer Hicks*

Maria Hidalgo*

Linda Higgins

Avery 
Hildebrand*

Melissa Hill*

Marissa Hill-
Dongre*

Karl Hillstrom*

Paul Hintz*

J. Michael Hirsch

Mark Hirschfeld

Ibrahim Hirsi*

Beverly Hlavac

Elizabeth Hlavka*

George Hoagland*

Claudia 
Hochstein*

Jeffrey 
Hochstein*

Joel Hodroff*

Michaela Hoff*

Debra Hoffman

Laura Hoffman-
Boyer

Melody Hoffmann

Paula Holden*

Betty Holmen 
Greene

Mark Holmes*

Amy Holmquist*

Alexander 
Holston

Ellen Holt-Werle*

Samantha Holte*

Julia Holtemeyer*

Anne Holzinger

Leigh Homstad

Laura Honan*

Lisa Hondros*

Casey Hooker*

Vicki Hooper

Melissa Hortman*

Jessica Horwitz*

Kelly Houlgate*

Brian Houska*

Ben Hovland*

Molly Howard*

Alana Howey*

Toni Hudzina*

Dan Huelster*

Marie Huey*

Karen Huey*

Janet Hughes and 
Matthew Smith

Sarah Hughes

Maren Hulden*

Ben Hulse*

Amanda 
Humpage and 
Peter Wiringa*

John Humphrey

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

I believe in  
paying for good  

local journalism.
LAURIE HERTZEL
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Brandon 
Hundt

Sara 
Hurley*

Jason Hutchison

Rebecca and 
Felicia Hyacinth

Melissa Hysing

Mukhtar Ibrahim

Abdisamad 
Ibrahim*

Mustafa Ibrahim*

Hannah 
Ihekoronye*

Molly Illes*

Elena Imaretska*

Erin Imon Gavin*

Emma 
Ingebretsen*

Kristen Ingle

Robert Ingrassia

Gemma Irish*

Sonja Irlbeck

Trina Isakson*

Laura Isdahl*

Timothy Isdahl

Nancy and Chris 
Ison*

Emi Ito*

Dave Iverson*

Adam Iverson*

Natalie Jablonski*

Carol Jackson*

Kim Jackson

Regina Jacobson*

Kathie Jacobson

Manya Jacobson

Heidi Jaeger*

Isaac Jahns*

Michele Jansen

Miles Jarzyna

Michelle Jayne

Rashne Jehangir*

Laura Jensen*

Lyndal Jensen*

Sarah Jergenson*

Mara Jezior*

Janet Jezior*

Elliot Jobe*

Brandon 
Johhnson*

Aya Johnson

Eleanor S 
Johnson

Bruce Johnson

Derek Johnson

Robin Johnson

Rosalind Johnson

Hannah Johnson*

Marnie Johnson*

Glen Johnson*

Paul Johnson*

Ruthie Johnson*

Grady Johnson*

Susan Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Duane Johnson

E. Michael 
Johnson

Sandra Johnson

Arielle Johnson

Jennifer Johnson

Kathy Johnston*

Brian Nalezny 
and Elizabeth 
Johnston

Amanda 
Johnstone*

Jory Jolivet*

Judy Jones

Kevin Jones*

Mary Jordan*

Julia Joseph-Di 
Caprio

Wilson 
Josephson*

Sheila Joyce*

Andrew Judson

Abhijit Kadrolkar

Julia Kaemmer

Ariel Kagan*

Jane Kahan

Patti Kameya

Anup Kaphle

Steven Kaplan

Kristopher 
Kapphahn

Terri Karis*

Emily Kastrul*

Susan Katner*

Susan Kattas

Devin Kaveler

Jonathan 
Kealing*

Molly Kelliher

Debra Kelly

Meghan Kelly*

Brian Kelly*

Melanie & Drew 
Kelly

Sherry Kempf

Anna Kendig*

Kelly Kenley*

Pete Kerns*

Jane Kerr*

Dianne Kersteter*

Jonah Kester*

Sara Kettering

Jenny Keyser

Phi Khalar*

Nahid Khan*

Noa Kim*

Kamaura Kim

Joseph Kimball*

Vincent King

Emily King

Lindsey King

Gregory King

Richmond 
Kinney*

Janet Kinney*

Margaret Kinney

Kristin Kissell

Heidi Kitrosser*

Maija Kittleson 
Wilker*

Carla Kjellberg

Lauren Klaffke*

Christina 
Klancher

Jennifer 
Kleinjung*

Linda 
Kleinschmit

Aimee Kline*

L Kling*

Peter Knapp*

Kate Knuth*

Marit Knutson*

Naomi Ko*

Melissa Koe*

Patrice Koelsch

Michael Koempel

Larissa Kokernot

Peter Komistra

Ethan Komoroski*

Leah Kondes*

Christina 
Kopischke*

Mary Koppel*

Amanda Kopplin*

Karen Koppy

Sandeep Kor

Cait Kortuem*

Meg Kosowski*

Anne Kosseff-
Jones

Melinda Kowalska

Liz Kramer

Erin Krebs*

Joel Krogstad

Andrew Krueger

Emily 
Krumberger*

Carol Kuechler

Ashley Kuehl

Sarah Kuenzler*

Lisa Kugler

Hans Kummerfeld

Patricia Kurt

Leah Kutcher*

Jennifer Kutter

Emily LaCourse*

John Ladwig*

Patrick Ladwig*

Megan Lagas*

Lynette Lamb

Ashley Lambert*

Chris Lance*

Jess Landgraf*

Harry Lando

Maury and Julie 
Landsman

Laura Landstad

Marion Lang

Amy Lange*

Lauren Larkin*

Elizabeth Larsen*

Karla Larsen*

Andrea Larson

Elisabeth Larson

Michael Larson*

Matthew Larson*

Stephen Larson*

Rachel Larson

Joyce Lasecke*

Julie LaSota*

Victoria Lauing

Nancy Lawroski

Jacqueline Leach*

Seth Leavitt

Andrea LeClaire

Faye LeDoux*

Yooni Lee

Wayne Lee

Elodie Lee

Willy Lee*

Rita Lee

Sonah Lee-
Lassiter*

Rebecca 
Leichtling*

Jordan Leick*

Dianne Leider*

Leah Lemm*

Clarice Sollero 
Lemos

Kyle Lengling

Chris Lenhart*

Elena Leomi*

Lisa Leonard*

Kelsey 
Leonardsmith*

Yvonne Lerew*

Jacques Lerouge

Keith Lester

Karen Levad*

Abby Levin

John and Anne 
Levin

Adam Levonian*

Lynda Levy 
Thomas Legacy 
Fund

Matthew Lewis*

Jesse Lickel*

Lesmana Lim*

Dara Lind*

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

As an immigrant,  
an educator, a 

parent of bi-racial 
children, Sahan 
tells our stories!

RASHNE JEHANGIR

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

Immigrant journalism matters. 
Community journalism matters. 

Nonprofit journalism matters.
DARA LIND

Names with blue highlighting and an * indicate monthly sustaining members.
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Linda Lindeke*

Steve Lindley*

Laura Lindsay*

Elianna Lippold-
Johnson*

Gary Liss

Denise Liu*

Allison Liuzzi*

Sherryl 
Livingston*

Amy Livingston*

Allegra Lockstadt

Gordon Loery

Alexis Logsdon*

Ann Longfellow

James Lonsdale*

Tristan Loper*

Caroline Lopresti-
Vaughn*

Jesse Lorenz

Jeremy 
Lorenzo

Rosa Louie

S Lovestrand*

Nicole Lovold-
Egar*

Frani Lowe*

Anne Lowe*

Ann Lowry

Sandra Lucas

Tom Lucy

Lydia Lui*

Andrew 
Lussenhop*

Sarah Lutman and 
Robert Rudolph

Paula Luxenberg*

Nancy Lykkehoy

Mary Lynch*

Joyce Lyon*

Nancy Lyons*

Janis Lysen*

Marlene M*

Fukhrudin 
Maalim*

Bradley Machov*

Susan 
Macpherson

Alice Madden

Alice Madden*

Shelley Madore*

Brian and 
Deborah Madson

Beth Magistad

Dalmar 
Mahamoud*

Anne Mahle and 
David McCarthy

Amy Mahnke

Elizabeth 
Makarewicz*

Martha Malan*

Katheen Malchow

Anthony 
Manfredi*

Troy Mangan*

Ben Manibog*

Dave Mann

Elissa 
Manookian*

Kyle Marek-
Spartz*

Julia Marley*

Carrie Marsh*

Elizabeth Marsh*

Jamie Marshall*

Laura Marshall*

Emily Marti

Julie Marti-
McLain

Rose Martin*

Brian C Martinson

Kristen Marttila*

Tim Marx and 
Monica Engel

Genna 
Mastellone*

Korla Masters*

Corinth Matera*

Teri Mathews*

Arlene Mathison*

Peter Mathison*

Preeti Mathur

Rachel Matney

Laura Matson*

Cynthia A 
Matson*

Rachel Matthes*

Elise Matthesen*

Cynthia Matthias*

Erica Mauter*

Ann Mavis*

Doroth Mayer*

Emily McAdam*

Virginia 
McAninch*

Virginia McBride

Kat McCaffery*

Mary McCallum*

Susan McCallum*

Mary McCarten-
Doyle*

Molly McCarthy*

Kathleen 
McCarthy*

Maureen 
McCarthy*

Sean McChesney*

Cheryl McColley

Melanie McCully*

Kimberly 
McDevitt

Erik McDonald*

Colin McFadden*

Claire McFall

Julian McFaul

Scott McGerik

Jason McGrath*

Eileen McIsaac

Diana McKeown*

Mary McKinley*

Kristine 
McKinney*

David McKoskey

Steven McLean*

Katie McLemore

Natalie 
McMonagle

Nathanael McNair

Amelia 
McNamara*

Alena McNamara*

Donna McNamara

Meghan 
McNamer*

Sean McPherson*

Madison McVan*

Margaret McVay

Randall Meeker*

Frederick Melo

Natalia Mendez

Beth Menninga

Bhadra Menon

Beth Mercer-
Taylor*

Mary Mergenthal*

Cassie Merrick

Matt Meshulam*

Derek Meyer*

Judith Meyeraan*

James Meyers*

Paul Mielke

Mary Miklethun*

Jamie Millard

Tara Miller

Katy and Sarah 
Miller*

Adam Miller*

Pamela Miller*

David Miller*

Nathan Miller

Rebecca Miller

Lisa Mills

Phyllis Minehart

Dylan Miracle*

Samira Missaghi*

Ella Mitchell*

Malik Mo*

Judy Moe

Olivia Moe*

Kowsar Mohamed

Yasin Mohamed

Abdirisak 
Mohamed*

Munira 
Mohamed*

Abdi Mohamud

Marielle Mohs

Jodi Molenaar-
Hanson*

Dulce 
Monterrubio*

Denorah 
Montgomery

Sonja 
Montgomery*

Jessica Montoya*

Gordy Moore

Jennifer Moore

Mickey Moore and 
Paul Williams*

Kate Moos*

Jeanie Morrison

Dana and Mathias 
Mortenson

David and Kate 
Mortenson

Jesse Mortenson*

Laura Mortenson*

Katie Mortenson

Marceleen 
Mosher

Carol Moss*

Jessica Mount*

Carin Mrotz*

Ellen Mueller*

Johanna Mueller*

Steve Mullis*

Tracy Mumford*

Theresa Munson*

Patrick Murphy

Tim Murphy*

Kate Murphy

Kate Murray*

David H 
Muschenheim*

Asraa Mustufa*

John Myers-
Bangsund*

Cheryl Myhr

Mary Kay Myrmel

Jessica Nadeau

Gloria Narabrook

Brenda Natala*

Shelley Nation

Rebecca Neafus

John Neely*

Lars Negstad*

Anne and Hart 
Nelsen

Sandra K. Nelson

Rosalind Nelson

Sara Nelson

Jennifer Nelson*

Christian Nelson*

Drew Nelson*

Luke Nelson*

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

I learn something 
new about my fellow 

Minnesotans  
every time I read 

your articles.
EMILY MCADAM

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

As a child of 
immigrants,  

I appreciate your 
commitment to 

stories and voices 
that mainstream 

outlets tend  
to overlook.

ROSA LOUIE
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Jessica Nelson*

Lou Nelson*

Quin Nelson*

Aaron Nesheim

Dan Ness*

Bruce Nestor

Eva Neubeck*

Dr. Bibi 
Neumann*

Christina Nguyen

Megan Nichols*

Ian Nicholson*

Lydia Nickerson*

Emma Nicosia*

Tara Niebeling

Thomas 
Niedzielski*

Ann-Marie 
Nielsen

Stacie Nielsen 
Bortel*

Mary Nienaber

Solveig Nilsen

Jenny Nilsson*

Noah Niva

Barbara 
Nordstrom-Loeb*

James Norton*

Michael Norton*

Kris Nourse

Kadence Novak*

Amy Ntoburi*

Adeline Nunez

Patrick Nunnally*

Mary O’Brien*

Kate O’Connell

Tara O’Connor*

Collin O’Connor*

James F 
O’Donnell*

Kate O’Reilly*

Elisabeth O’Toole

Shannon O’Toole

Alta Oben

Rachel Oberg-
Hauser*

Paul Odegaard 
and Christine 
Soma

Ashley Odenthal

Elizabeth Odette

Michael 
O’Donnell

Yasmin Odowa*

Sarah Oehler

Sheila Oehrlein*

Kathleen 
Oganovic

Judy Ogren

Jennifer Olivarez

Cheryl Olman*

Meghan Olsen*

Glen Olsen*

Karl Olson

Lynn Olson and 
Frank Stone*

Phil Olson*

Elisabeth Olson*

Kyle Olson*

Ruth Anne Olson*

Sook Jin Ong*

Leigh Onkka*

Jane Onsrud*

Gabe Ormsby

Benjamin Osa*

Keit Osadchuk*

Maryan Osman

Johanna 
Osman*

Debra Ost*

Erik Ostrom*

Diane Ott-Hager

Patricia Owen

Laura Oyen

Holden Page*

Sonali Pahwa*

Sruti Paladugu*

Kathryn Palmer*

Manju Parikh

Holly Parker*

Dave and Joan 
Pasiuk

Bradley Pass

Ben and Hailey 
Passer*

Brian PaStarr

Joan Patterson*

Laura Pattison

Nick Paulson

Elizabeth Pavlica*

Melissa Pawlisch*

Kryssy Pease*

Jennifer 
Pedersen*

Emma Pederson*

Anina Peersen

Sam Penders

George Penk

Nathan Pentz*

Abbe Penziner-
Bokde*

Emily Percy*

Annie Perkins*

Amy Perkins*

Lauri Perman

Susan, Ann and 
David Peters

Joey Peters*

James Peterson

Edith Peterson

Garrett Peterson*

Michael Peterson*

Casey Peterson*

Cherie Peterson*

Seth Peterson*

Nancy Peterson*

Tony Petrangelo*

Kevin Petrie*

Brenda Petry*

Fredric Petters*

Elisabeth Peyer*

Marika 
Pfefferkorn*

Emily Pfremmer

Leslie Phillips*

Maureen A. 
Phillips

David Pierini*

Emily Pike

Julie Pilarski

Vinod pillai

Jeremy Piller

Katie Pimlott*

Anaid Plascencia*

Matthew 
Pogatshnik*

Jacqueline 
Pokorney*

Lydia Polgreen

Nozil Policard

Elizabeth Polter*

Bruce Pomerantz

Judy A Popham

Daniel Poppy

Elisa Poquette*

Betsey Porter

Bennett Porter III

Mark 
Porubcansky*

Miranda 
Posthumus*

Roger Potthoff*

Annie Pottorff*

Hannah Powers*

Colleen Powers*

Nylce Prada 
Myers

Siri Preston*

Anne Preston

Michelle Price*

Jane Prince

Max Pritchard

Brenna Proczko*

Joyce Prudden 
and Michael 
Shoop

Lawrence Pry*

Tom Pryor

Lisa Pugh

Mary Pukenis*

Tom Pundsack

Greg Pyke*

Marsha Qualey*

Jane Qualey*

Lois Quam 
and Avshad 
Mohammed

Joseph Quarion*

Fiona Quick

Daniel Quillin*

Elizabeth Raasch-
Gilman*

Scott Radzak

Debra Ramage*

Diana Rankin*

Jerome Rankine*

Juli Rasmussen*

Lucy Rayner*

Kathleen Raynier

Peter Raynor

Amy Rea

Virginia L 
Redgrave*

Heather Redman

Kelly Reich*

Erin Reichelt

Kyle Reicks

Emily Reile*

Margaret A 
Reinhardt*

Jacqueline Reis

Deb Reisner

Brian Repko*

Emily Resseger

Michael Reszler

Christine Retkwa

Laura Reul*

Om Devi Reynolds

Willow Rheault 
Kreibich

Hannah Rhodes

Jocelyn Richard*

Lauren Richards

Ann Richards

Rhonda 
Richardson

Catharine 
Richert*

Cynthia Richter

Keith Richter*

Marnie Richter

Amy Ries

Santa Erik Riese*

Grace Riley*

Eric Ringham*

April Riordan*

Jamie Rissi

Donald Mark 
Ritchie*

Margaret 
Rittenhouse*

Michelle Rivero*

Chad Roberts*

Rob Roberts*

Susan Roberts

Cheryl Robertson*

Elizabeth 
Roderick

Andrea Roethke

Matthew 
Rognstad*

Kat Rohn

Connor Rohwer*

Alyssa Roland*

Phillip Romine*

Joshua Rosard

Fred Rose

Brian Rose*

Elizabeth 
Rosenstein*

Drew Rosielle*

Julie Rossate

Charles Rossow

James Roth

Sara Rothwell

Catherine 
Rouleau*

William Rowe

Tim Rowe*

Sadie Rubin*

Elia Rubio

Sabrina Rucker*

Names with blue highlighting and an * indicate monthly sustaining members.

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

Accurate and 
reliable local 

reporting is vital 
to maintaining 
democracy and 

creating a  
just society.

EMILY PERCY 
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Sara Rummel

Alicia Runquist

Laura Rupprecht*

Lynn Rusch

Delaney Russell

James Rustad and 
Kay Thomas

Shirley 
Rutherford*

Ben Ruxin*

Sean Ryan*

Galen Ryan*

Grant Rykken

J S*

Abdi Sabrie*

Sarah Sadique

Dawn Sahouani*

Divya Sakthivel

Maryam Saleh

Ellen Saliares*

Samantha 
Saltzman*

Joel Samaha*

Amy Samelian*

Clara Sanders*

Susan Sands

Andrea Sanow*

Amanda Santana

Jessica Santiago*

Pam Santoso*

Cal Sargent

Sheryl 
Saterstrom*

Nancy P. Sather

Nonoko Sato*

Andrea Satter

Elaine Savick*

Laura Savin

Benjamin Sayler*

Brett Schading*

Heidi Schallberg*

Tanya Schally

Tom Scheck

Serafina Scheel*

Steve Schewe*

Alex 
Schieferdecker*

Mary Schlaphoff*

Laura Schlatter*

Lise Schmidt*

Tom Schmidt*

Bryan Schmidt*

Kelly Schmidt*

Erin Schmidt*

Tanya Schmitt*

Matt Schmoeckel*

Catherine 
Schneider 

Helen Schnoes

Jessica 
Schomberg*

Sara Schonwald*

Doran Schrantz*

Corey Schreppel*

Jon and Dana M 
Schroeder*

Magdalena 
Schroeder*

Jon and Dana M 
Schroeder

Will Schroeer

Dan Schuchman

Becky Schueller*

Tyson Schuetze

Elissa Schufman

Kathleen Schuler*

Jeremy Schulman

Jennifer Schulz

Lawrence W 
Schumacher

Jon Schumacher

Margaret 
Schuster*

Jacob Schutz*

Rachel 
Schwalbach*

Julie Schwalbach

Stephanie 
Schwartz

Jamie 
Schwesnedl*

Christine 
Schwitzer

Matt Sciple

Thomas Scott

Sue Scott

Nancy Scott

Jen Scott*

Michael Scribner-
O’Pray*

Scott Seagroves

Amy Searing

Susan Searing*

Kate Searls

Emily Seddon

Kathleen A 
Seestadt*

Kate Seitz

John Sell*

Nathan Sellers*

Davis Senseman

John Seymour-
Anderson

Jennifer 
Shadowens

Shahbaz Shah

Sagirah Shahid

Linda C Shapley 

Patrick Sharkey*

Celeste Sharpe

Stephanie Shea*

Rebecca Shedd

Will Sheffer*

Sumair Sheikh*

Xin Shen

Madhur Shende

Kathleen 
Sheridan*

Katherine 
Sherman*

John Sherman

Matthew Shilling

Sun Yung Shin*

Sharon Shinomiya

Christy and 
Lyndon Shirley

Amanda Shofner*

Jana Shortal*

Gail Shuck*

Urmy Shukla

Todd Sicard*

Julie Sich

Zafar Siddiqui*

Andrea Siegel*

Heather Silsbee*

Kara Sime

Fay Simer

A. Marie 
Simpson*

Elizabeth 
Simpson

Frost Simula*

Sue Singer

Bernestine 
Singley*

Howard Sinker

William Sippel*

Carey Sirianni

Ginger Sisco*

Ryan Siskind

Travis Sjostrom

Kathryn Skarnes*

Eleanor Skelton*

Sean Skibbie*

Judy Skoglund

Michael Skoglund

James Slegers

Rick Slettehaugh

Brett and Kathy 
Smith

Susan Smith

Galen Smith

Jeff Smith*

Adam Smith*

Tyler Smith*

Ryan Smith*

Chris Smith*

Louis and Mary 
Kay Smith

Anita 
Smithson*

Mark Snyder*

Chad Snyder*

Kristine Snyder*

Aaron Sojourner*

Alfred Solis*

Amare Solomon

Joanna Solotaroff

Paul Odegaard 
and Christine 
Soma

Sara Sommers

Julie Sonier

Joy Sorensen 
Navarre*

Rachel 
Sosnowchik*

Monica 
Southworth*

Lindy Sowmick*

Mike 
Spangenberg*

Ryan Sparks*

Denise Specht*

Sarah Sprague

Maria Squadroni*

Michelle 
Srbinovich*

Anne St Angelo*

Sue Stacey

Marika Staloch

Samantha Stanke*

Logan Stapleton*

Melody Stapleton*

Jaime Starling*

Suzanne 
Staudenmaier*

Patrick Steele*

Suzi Steffen*

Karen Steiner

Michele Steinke*

Kim Stelson

James Stensvold*

Rob Stepaniak

Janet G Stevens

David Stibbe

Jean Stilwell*

Lee Stoffel

Kyle Stokes*

Elizabeth Stopka*

Whitney Storvick

Kristin Stout*

Graeme Stout*

Robin Stramp*

Elinor 
Strandskov*

Bob Striker*

Shaun Strohmer*

Kimberly Stuart

Kristen Stuenkel*

Sheila Stuhlman

Kate Suchomel*

Deborah 
Sugerman*

AC Sullivan

Jonathan 
Sulman*

Linda Sumner

Sven Sundgaard*

Jill Suurmeyer*

Kelsey Svetfjord*

Cynthia Swan*

Neal Swanger*

Susan Swann*

Katie Swanson

Emily Swanson*

Jill Swenson

Andrea 
Swensson*

Megan Swoboda

Omar Syed

Kaitlyn Szabo*

Stephanie Szurek*

Julia Tabbut*

Thomas Taff*

Kaisa Taipale

Caroline Taiwo*

Judy Takkunen*

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

I appreciate the fresh 
perspectives and the stories 
I don’t see in any other local 

publications.
MARK SNYDER
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Anda Tanaka*

Brian Tang

Sarah Tautin*

Marilynn Taylor

Anna Taylor*

Marvin Taylor

Margaret Telfer

Judith and Bruce 
Tennebaum

Gabe Test

Tong Thao

Terri Thao*

Bo Thao-Urabe*

The COLO Fund

Andre Theisen 
and Ann Peters

Bruno Theisen*

William Theriac*

Paul Thissen

Peg Thomas

James Rustad and 
Kay Thomas

Wendi Thomas*

Zoe Thomas*

William Thomas*

Ellen Thomas

Helen Thomas

Juli Thompson

Patricia 
Thompson*

Rachel 
Thompson*

HaiVy 
Thompson*

Missy Staples 
Thompson

Chris Thorp*

James Thorson*

Mary Thury*

Katherine Tichy*

Serena Tiede*

Matthew Tinoco

Alejandra Tobar

Amy Tobin

Ann Tobin*

Eliza Tocher

Kimberley Todd

Rebecca Toews

Ann Toftness

Madison 
Tomony*

Tu Tong

Emily Tonkin

Michael 
Tortorello

Myrna Tortorello

Nancy Vue Tran

Diane Tran

Cynthia Trevino*

Peggy Trezona

Shawn Tromiczak

Jennifer Trost*

Maura Trout

Alex Tsatsoulis*

Sarah Tschida*

Christine Tucci 
Osorio

Matty Tucker*

Mary Turck*

Rachel Turner*

Nina Tuttle*

Andrew Ulasich

Laurel Ulland

Meenal Utturkar

Aditya Utturkar

Peter Vader*

Rico Paul Vallejos

Vanessa Van 
Orden*

Kris van 
Osnabrugge

Benjamin K. Van 
Zee*

Darcie 
Vandegrift*

Gerrit 
VanderWaal*

Halena 
VanDeusen*

Marci 
VanHazinga

Sandra Vargas*

Dorothy Vawter

Jessica Vazquez

Jana Velo*

Ankita Verma*

Angelo Viernes

Skyler Vilt*

Karen Viskochil

Alex Vitrella

Tri Vo

Carrie Vogelsang

Matt Vogt*

Alison VonAchen*

Susan VonBank

Jason Vorbeck

Jeanette Vyhanek

Tim Waclawski*

Emily Wade*

Kate Wagner*

Natalie Wagner*

Karen 
Wahmanholm*

Melanie Walby*

Ben Walen*

Kevin Walker*

Sheila Walker

Donovan Walker

Rick Wall*

Sophie 
Wallerstedt*

Anne E. Wallick-
Bauhof

Kerry Walsh

Monica Walsh

Patti Walsh

Alexis Walstad*

Michelle Wang*

William 
Wareham*

Megan Warfield-
Kimball*

Erin Warhol*

Chris Warren*

Robin Warshaw

Solvejg Wastvedt*

Heidi 
Waterhouse*

Sally Waterman*

Kari Watts*

Emily Watts*

Emily Waymire*

Matthew Weaver*

Elizabeth Wefel*

Walter Wegner*

Joan Weidling

Allegra Weigel

Stephen Weimar*

Michael Weiner

Karlee 
Weinmann*

Joannie 
Weisberger

Thomas Weist

Konni Welk

John Welle*

Matt Wells*

Maureen Wells*

Kristen Wesloh

Dale Wesselman*

Sara Wessling*

Heather West

Leann West*

Jacob West

Barbara B. 
Westmoreland

Susan 
Wetenkamp-
Brandt

Susan Weyandt

Eric White*

Katherine White*

Lauren White*

Omar White

Ian Whitney

Paige Whitney

Eric Whittington*

Allison Wickler*

Karen Wiebe*

Nick Wiese*

Laura Wiesner

Jennifer 
Wightman*

Haley Wightman*

Molly Wilbur-
Cohen

Angela Wilcox*

Antonia Wilcoxon

Emma Willard*

Jordan Willauer*

Emilie Wille*

Eric Willette

Andrew Willette*

Rachel Williams*

Dominique 
Williams

Vignesh Williams 
Palaniappan*

Rachel Willson-
Broyles

Elaine Wilson

Lorna Wilson*

Aaron Wilson*

Austin Wilson*

Suzanne 
Winckler*

Jeremy Winter*

Kelly T. Winters

Laura 
Winterstein*

Sarah Wischow

Barbara 
Wisniewski*

League of Women 
Voters Minnesota*

Will Wlizlo*

Amanda 
Wobbema*

Ellen Wolaner

Meghan Wolff*

Kate Wolford*

Johnny 
Woodside*

Michelle Woster*

Sarah Woutat*

Elizabeth 
Wrigley-Field

David  
Wrobleski*

Jody Wurl*

Angela Wyatt

LaLinda Xiong*

Chao Xiong

Mary Ellen 
Yamashita*

Caroline Yang*

Mary Yang*

Pang Yang*

Cise Yare

David Yarusso

Terri 
Yellowhammer*

Kaitlin Yoder-
Henley*

Charles Youel*

Tim Young

Denise Young

Leah Young*

Melissa Young*

Steve Young 
Burns*

Julie Young-
Burns

Renae Youngs

Lily Yu*

Laura Yuen 
Miller*

Maryam Marne 
Zafar*

Anna Zaros*

Virginia 
Zawistowski*

Conrad 
Zbikowski*

Robert Zeaske

Laura Zebuhr*

Peter Zeftel

Jared Zeigler*

Natalie Zeitz

Louise Ziegler*

Jessica Zillhart*

Karen 
Zimmerman

Amber Zumski

Stephanie Zvan*

Names with blue highlighting and an * indicate monthly sustaining members.

WHY I SUPPORT SAHAN

I believe in 
community 

journalism and 
telling our stories 

correctly.
TERRI THAO 
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Leadership 
Mukhtar M. Ibrahim, Founding publisher and CEO 
Dawn Flinsch, Director of development 
Michael Tortorello, Chief growth officer 
Mayuri Utturkar, Director of operations and finance 
Sally Waterman, Director of advertising and sponsorship 
Chao Xiong, Director of editorial 

Editorial
Hibah Ansari, Immigration reporter
Dymanh Chhoun, Visual journalist 
Trisha Collopy, News editor 
Becky Z. Dernbach, Education reporter 
Alfonzo Galvan, Business and work reporter
Andrew Hazzard, Climate reporter
Samantha HoangLong, Audience growth manager 
Hannah Ihekoronye, Community engagement manager 
Aaron Nesheim, Photojournalist 
Joey Peters, General assignment reporter 
Katrina Pross, Criminal justice reporter 
Cynthia Tu, Data reporter and AI specialist 
Katelyn Vue, Housing reporter 

Business and development
Mara Jezior, Membership manager 
Nicole Jošavac, Marketing and advertising manager
Gabriel Kwan, Development specialist

Board
President: Laura Yuen, Star Tribune features columnist 
Dr. Nusheen Ameenuddin, Mayo Clinic pediatrician
Nancy Cassutt, EVP Content, I.E. Network
Fred de Sam Lazaro, Under-Told Stories Project director and correspondent 
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2024

MAY
2023

Sahan Journal’s newsroom met in person for the first 
time on a Sunday afternoon in July 2020. Outdoor picnic. 
Sambusas for everyone! It didn’t occur to anyone to take 
a proper staff photo — and most reporters continued to 
work remotely, in our COVID caves, until the following 
spring. This staff portrait – Sahan’s first — took place on 
the patio of our shared workspace in downtown St. Paul. 
We forgot to include our advertising and development 
leads, Sally Waterman and Dawn Flinsch. (Sorry!)

By the time we got everyone together again for a  
photo, the newsroom had almost doubled in size.  
Some of the new faces here joined Sahan to develop 
new projects and expanded programs: video journalism, 
membership, audience development.

Scheduling the latest Sahan 
staff photo almost broke our 
calendars. Parental leaves, 
conferences, breaking news: 
A group of 23 people is rarely 
available at the same time, 
in the same place. Notice the 
new backdrop? In winter of 
2024, Sahan moved into a new 
shared workspace with Saint 
Paul Neighborhood Network. 
Our photojournalist Aaron 
Nesheim took this portrait 
in front of a black curtain in 
SPNN’s deluxe studio. Only 
thing missing: sambusas.

OCT
2021



Photo credits
Photo captions from pages 04-05
1. Artist Hibaaq Ibrahim, who is known for her 
botanical-themed murals, works in her former 
studio in northeast Minneapolis in May 2023 
(Chhoun). 2. Fifty people were sworn in as 
new U.S. citizens during a ceremony in the 
State Capitol rotunda on May 11, 2023, the 
165th anniversary of Minnesota becoming 
a state (Grey Eagle). 3. Iryna Petrus and her 
daughter, Polina, at the Ukrainian American 
Community Center in Minneapolis, on January 
18, 2023 (Arrieta). 4. Wakinyan LaPointe 
leads a prayer during a sunrise ceremony on 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, October 10, 2022, 
in Minneapolis (Grey Eagle). 5. Baker Freddy 
Yupa shows off a fresh sheet of baked goods 
ready to satisfy customers of Panaderia 
Ecuatoriana Charito on March 1, 2024 
(Nesheim). 6. Kao Kalia Yang at home in St. 
Paul, in October of 2019. The author compares 
her writing to her gardening: “Those seeds that I planted emerged again, and I could begin to see the fullness of the garden.” 
(Grey Eagle)  7. Supporters of Camp Nenookaasi hold a drum circle as others warm themselves near a fire on Thursday, January 
4, 2024 (Nesheim). 8. Mirian Aguilar, an immigrant from El Salvador, sews face masks in her shop at the Mercado Central mall 
in Minneapolis, in June 2020 (Grey Eagle). 9. Clemon Dabney (Dr. Dabs), chief scientific officer at Superior Molecular, at the 
company’s facilities in White Bear Lake on December 2, 2022 (Arrieta). 10. Serena Lee and Fahlada Yah strike silly poses as 
they eat breakfast before class on Thursday, January 18, 2024 (Nesheim).

Photo captions from pages 16-17
1. Ramsey County Commissioner Mai Chong 
Xiong speaks at a community meeting on 
police reform at the East Side Freedom 
Library in St. Paul, on February 24, 2023 
(Arrieta). 2. Seen here in March 2024, 
researchers Emily McTate and Gladys Asiedu, 
both Ph.D.s, decided to study how to create 
more welcoming spaces for Black and brown 
patients in healthcare settings, inspired in 
part by personal experiences (Chhoun).  
3. Adeline Tembera, 35, and her seven children 
arrived as refugees in Minnesota on July 
21, 2022, with the help of the International 
Institute of Minnesota (Grey Eagle).  
4. Rideshare drivers Farhan Badel and Said 
Aidid celebrate after the Minneapolis City 
Council vote to override Mayor Jacob Frey’s 
veto of a bill to increase wages for drivers 
on March 14, 2024 (Nesheim). 5. Natalia 
Benjamin, a Minnesota Teacher of the Year winner, jokes with her English learners while teaching a class in June 2022 (Grey 
Eagle). 6. Todd Moilanen, cultural resources director for the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, canoes on Ogechie Lake in Kathio 
Township, in June 2023 (Chhoun). 7. Kao Thao, an interpretive naturalist with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 
has been working at Fort Snelling State Park since 1998. Thao, who is Hmong, is pictured at the park on March 7, 2024 (Chhoun). 
8. Supporters cheer for Sunisa Lee along White Bear Avenue in Maplewood, during a parade for the Olympic gold medalist, in 
August 2021 (Hovland). 9. Students of Mercedes Yarbrough (or Mizz Mercedez) make lists of their goals and look for pictures 
that demonstrate their dreams during a St. Paul Freedom School class in August 2022. 10. Nadia Mohamed celebrates with 
supporters and campaign staff after winning her run for mayor of St. Louis Park on November 7, 2023 (Nesheim).
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The photos on these pages were taken by Sahan photographers 
Jaida Grey Eagle, Ben Hovland, Drew Arrieta, Dymanh Chhoun, and Aaron Nesheim.
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Sahan Journal
550 Vandalia St.
Suite 170
St. Paul  ■   MN  ■  55114
sahanjournal.com

https://sahanjournal.com/
https://twitter.com/sahanjournal
https://www.facebook.com/sahanjournal/
https://www.instagram.com/sahanjournal/
https://www.tiktok.com/@sahanjournal
https://www.youtube.com/sahanjournal

